
The Housing Crisis in Melbourne
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	     Melbourne is experiencing a housing crisis ……
                   so more people are becoming homeless

Every Victorian Should Have a Home!
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	So what do we need? 

If we do not address the bigger issues of housing supply and affordability in Melbourne, we will find that more and more people will be forced to sleep in cars and on our streets. 
Already in the last five years there has been an increase of 40% in the numbers of people experiencing homelessness in Melbourne’s West and an increase of 74% in people who are visibly homeless in the CBD.

	What can I/you do?
· Ring, email or write to your local member of parliament to tell them that every Victorian should have a home
· Talk to your friends, family and colleagues about the housing crisis in Victoria
· [image: ]Sign the Everybody’s Home online petition: everybodyshome.com.au/petition       

	We need:
· A monumental boost to social and public housing
· Legislation that requires a portion of any new housing development to be allocated to those awaiting this housing
· Construction of innovative temporary accommodation that is safe and self contained.
	
The Northern and Western Homelessness Networks are networks of 50 community service organisations managing 180 homelessness programs in Melbourne’s north and west.
For more information contact Meredith Gorman (Meredith.gorman@launchhousing.org.au) or Sarah Langmore (sarah@wombat.org.au)
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Melbourne is experiencing
a housing crisis

We have a housing supply problem:

We have insufficient housing to accommodate
our population.

We will need to build

1.6M more houses by 2051

to house our increased population.
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We have a housing affordability problem:

Insufficient housing supply
leads to an increase in the
cost of housing:

* Melbourne to be the sixth
most unaffordable major
housing market in the
world.

* In March 1980 the median
house price was $40,800.
In March 2017 it was

$822,000. 1in 4 home owners

* In the last ten years house experience mortgage
prices increased by 147 per
cent, while incomes grew stress
by 57 per cent.
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We have a housing affordability problem:

The numbers of people renting housing is increasing.
The rental vacancy rate is less than 4%.

Over 150,000 people in private rental are in housing
stress: paying more that 50 per cent of their income on
housing costs, even after receiving rent assistance
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In March 2018 there were only three one
bedroom apartments available in the
West considered affordable for someone
on a low income.

At the same time, nearly half of the 1,064
households (at least 2,034 people)
awaiting urgent homelessness
assistance in the West were single person
households.

When private rental is not an
option, people generally have
to choose between living on
the streets or in substandard
private rooming house
accommodation.
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We have inadequate social housing supply

There is at least a 3 year wait
for urgent applicants and
indefinite waits for other

groups.

3.5% of all properties in
Victoria are social housing.
In Sweden nearly 20% of
properties are social
housing.

A Parliamentary Inquiry into
social housing in Victoria
(June 2018) revealed that
there were 82,000
Victorians waiting for social
housing, which includes
nearly 25,000 children
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Impact of being without a stable home

Women reported:

* deterioration in their mental
health

* worry about their children
* family breakdown
* being raped whilst homeless

* being scared, unsafe,
despairing, and
¢ loneliness.

Men reported:
 deterioration in their mental * anxiety
health « inability to work, and
* depression * loss of employment.
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Severely Supported Rooming Couch  Rough
overcrowded Accommodation houses surfing sleeping
dwellings  for the homeless
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